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People are not throwing rocks at me. 48

but are instead offering a verbal gaijin
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a place to :
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is time orfk matic increase over the past couple of
ot be abll years in the number of foreign stu-
j7 dents studying Japanese.

This dramatic influx of foreign stu-
dents has caused a shortage of host
famihes, which forces some students
to turn to cheap accommodation
instead and inevitably undermines the
most important and effective part of
their stay, i.e., an opportunity to learn
S about our culture through being with a
family. This stems, I think, partly
from the fact that people in Kanazawa
{maybe throughout Japan) misunder-
mer’s Jei- 48 stand what role a host family ought to
theartedly @ play in accepting a student. :
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1 question § family to have a good command o L
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inese chil- @ English, as the majority of us tend
ly. W think? Though we tend to regardg
wing in an §@t English as the only means of interna- §

ihave had @ tional communication, it is time for us
.scrcam at @ to realize this is not necessarily true
r “hellos,”# and may even disappoint some seri-
(which is ( ous students who have spent a consid
arment).

ght [ was aff to master J apanese.

nally camellf ~ Would you be happy staying with a
illy realized® family overseas who spoke Japanese
{thing fronf  all the time if your goal was to learn
English? Naturally you would not,

' erable amount of money coming here |

'because you would want to speak
English. The same is true for a student
studying Japanese.

might be a tourist, English 1eacher,

appropriate for the situation.

Just a matter of tolerince in lettings
ihewn wy to speak Japanese. Don’§
take the ickey vut of their mistakcd
or funny sentences. Speak slowly an ‘.
clearly. This is exactly what we scell

from native speakers of English when[§

we go abroad.

sidering what students really need,

much more in promoting cultural
understanding at the grass-roots level.
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" I join Dale Bay (June 21 P| 1) in

gurging all school administrators to do

everything possible to assure quality
instruction for their students. That
certainly includes refining their
screening process for new instructors,

Unfortunately, administrators have
little else o 7o on than the dubijous
merits of the three C’s—countenance,

dlcredentials and character references.
8Dy accurately identifies one of the
foitfalls of this selection process, that

Rpf credible credentials. But he fails to

[¥ccopnize that even when verified,
gnese artificial evaluation methods

Bbck us into a continuing game of
ffussian roulette. We can do no more
gehan remove five of the revolver's six

- e

'huliefs. 1t is that last round—
 formance—that will ultimatel
& the wisdom of our choice.
We should, therefore, bear in mind
what individuals visiting Japan need. They § what he calls “existing staf
# secms to suffer from a kind of
businessperson, student or a permanent § obsession with form over sub:
resident—ithere is a wide spectrum of §
 foreigners in Japan nowadays. I suggest f
that we usc Fapancse in the first instance §
and see how a person reacts, and then §

choose whatever language seems

When dealing with the |

handicap not uncommon ame
demics. That may well be w
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Academic credentialg, :

] . .| accomplishments they repres:
As our precious language is beingly

shared more and more by pon-§
Japanese, it is our individual obliga-§§
tion to help them learn it just as wel
wish to speak English fluently. It igf

in the final analysis, poor sul
for actual performance. Ine
teachers, accredited or not, are
not qualified for the job, w
teachers who are repeatedty s
rul in the cigssroom but be
sheepskin have proved their qu
tions for the job.

S0 when Bay calls for a purg
importers by going through du
cabinets in search of incrim

§ credentials, I must qualify my s

If more people in Japan started con- E Tesld encourage any movement

g out and dislodge unqualificd te
there would surely be no shortage of}

host families and Japan could offer$#

but only il the accusative t
“unqualified’’ and not “uncer
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inifial transgression but certainty :
by an exemplary track record. |
“unqualified’’ with or without certi
there can be no pardon. Credible
of incompetence can only b i
the classroom, not in a file ¢ i,
Where Bay’s call to arms i
McCarthyism, my own
across-the-board quality contro
have a quixotic ring. The hor
academic pretenders, both oed
and counterfeit, are secure
knowledge that no merit systen
ever be implemented for fear
would decimate the teacher ra
every educational institution.
Fake degrees may vex lan
instruction in Japan, but fake (e
threaten education everywhere.




